[Extra-articular manifestations and complications of ankylosing spondylitis].
Extra-articular manifestations can be defined as all symptoms and signs etiopathogenically related, at least in part, to ankylosing spondylitis (AS) that arise in the various organs and tissues of the locomotor apparatus. Thus, ocular, intestinal and cardiac manifestations, which are common to all spondylarthritides through their association with HLA-B27, are grouped under this heading. Complications include clinical manifestations that result from persistent spondylitic activity and/or treatment. Table 1 provides a list and the main characteristics of these manifestations. Obviously, this classification is far from perfect since, among other factors, knowledge of the etiopathogenesis of AS is still fairly limited.